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John 3:16
“For God so loved
the world, that he

gave his only
begotten Son, that
whosoever
believeth in him
should not perish,
but have everlasting
life.”
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The President’s Message
g reetings in the Lord’s Name,

I pray that you are all well and diligently striving to share the Good News
with all you can. I want to start by saying how thankful we are for the outpouring of
God'’s Spirit and the wonderful fellowship we experienced during Campmeeting 2025!
The Lord was present in each service, and we saw hearts and lives touched and
changed by His power as we basked in His presence. Each message was a powerful and
anointed word from the throne of heaven. We were fortunate to have several attendees
from other churches close to this area, and we also had folks from churches in Florala,
Alabama, Bonifay, Florida and Cleveland, Tennessee. In addition to the amazing spiritual
food we received, we also enjoyed a few nights of food and fellowship after each even-
ing service. I'm not sure just how many banana puddings my amazing wife made, but
each one was thoroughly enjoyed! Thank you also to Brother Joe’s church for providing
our Thursday lunch as they have for each of our past meetings. We are already looking
forward to Campmeeting 2026 which will begin the second full week of June. I also
want to remind everyone that Brother Joe Gillman will be hosting a fall Campmeeting at
Whitfield Pentecostal Fellowship with services nightly October 20-23.

If you would like to submit an article for the next newsletter, please email that to me at
carnleydc@ffmassociation.org. I also ask that you text me at 850-336-0063 to let me
know it was sent, so I don't miss it. If you know of someone interested in holding
credentials with FFMA, please contact me and I can send you an application. Until we
meet again, Sister Conni and I continue to pray for each of you.

May God continue to bless you,
—In His Service
Bro. Danny Carnley
President FFMA
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FALL CAMPMEETING
OCTOBER 20—23, 2025
WHITFIELD PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP (Milton, FL)

Come for a great time of worship !! You will be blessed!

/6@ © © © © 06 06 06 06 0 00000000 0 0 0

\

www.FFIVIAssociation.org 1



@@,-;- » .. @;Q;;. ...
-V deCop M SRR g NE SR

Free Indeed

would like to start by

saying how much we at
Whitfield Pentecostal Fellowship
enjoyed Campmeeting 2025! The
services, the fellowship and the food
were all wonderful! We would like to
thank each and everyone that helped
to make that possible, and most of
all thanks to God for His bountiful
blessings!

As we celebrate our country's 249th
year of Independence and the
freedom that is associated with it, I
would like to share what the Bible
declares about spiritual liberty. We
will start with the passage of scrip-
ture below from the book of John.

John 8:31 “Then said Jesus to those
Jews which believed on him, If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed;

32 And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.

33 They answered him, We be
Abraham’s seed, and were never in
bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be made free?

34 Jesus answered them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin.

35 And the servant abideth not in
the house for ever: but the Son
abideth ever.

36 If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

The above passage sets forth both
the origin and the maintenance of
"Spiritual Liberty", and binds it to
true discipleship. The passage also
ties obedience, perseverance, truth
and liberty together. I will further

examine this as we continue to look
at this passage and the subject "Free
Indeed." The word "indeed" simply
means unquestionably or
undoubtedly.

Notice that Jesus says "If ye
continue in my word" indicating that
one had begun to practice obedience
but must continue or persevere in a
life of obedience to God's Holy Word.
To be “Free Indeed” one must
practice faithful continuance in
obedience to the word of God!
Brother A W Tozer declared in his
day that "there was no such thing as
New Testament Christianity without
Obedience." So obeying and continu-
ing in that obedience to the Word of
God is the bedrock of Christianity.

Furthermore we see in this passage
that Jesus ties this pattern of faithful
obedience to discipleship. The defini-
tion of disciple is "one who is under
the discipline of another." We see
this pattern over and over again in
the Holy scriptures as is indicated in
the passages below showing Christ
the anointing to break the yoke of
sinl.

Isaiah 61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord
GOD is upon me; because the LORD
hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them
that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of
the LORD, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all that
mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that mourn
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called
trees of righteousness, the planting
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of the LORD, that he might be
glorified.”

Notice the passage "good tidings
unto the meek." The word meek has
seemingly lost quite a bit from its
original meaning. Old language
describing the French war stallions
went like this. The French war
stallions were so meek that you
could lay the reigns across the
hitchrail and burn him to death
without any movement from the
animal. This indicates that the word
"meek" was used to signify
"discipline." "Now the man Moses
was very meek, above all the men
which were upon the face of the
earth."

Numbers 12:3 So then good tid-

ings are not to the rebellious or the
froward or self-willed but to the dis-
ciplined or obedient children of God!

Again we look to scripture to see
who are the "Free Indeed".

He that heareth and doeth!

Matthew 7:21 “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.

24 Therefore whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a
rock:

Continued on page 3...
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Continued from page 2....

25 And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock.

26 And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand:

27 And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it
fell: and great was the fall of it.”

Only those that fully commit their
lives to God and maintain that by
God's grace as we daily submit to
His authority will overcome the
temptations and trials of this life!
We will overcome because we have
built on the rock and not on the
sand. Of His church the Word says

"They loved not their life unto the
death, they have washed their
robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb."

Through continuance we become
“disciples indeed"!

John 8:31 "Then said Jesus to
those Jews which believed on him,
If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed;"”

We must be doers of the word not
hearers only!

James 1:22 “But be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.

23 For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like
unto a man beholding his natural
face in a glass:

24 For he beholdeth himself, and
goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he
was.

25 But whoso looketh into the per-
fect law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed.”

The Gospel must be believed and
acted upon!

Romans 1:16 “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by
faith.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness”;

Faith without works is dead!

James 2:14 “What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? Can
faith save him?

15 If a brother or sister be naked,
and destitute of daily food,

16 And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them
not those things which are needful
to the body; what doth it profit?

17 Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works: shew me
thy faith without thy works, and I
will shew thee my faith by my
works.
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19 Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faith without works is dead?”

Knowing the truth, and obeying the
truth, shall make you free!

John 8:32 "And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free.”

If the Son shall make you free, you
shall be free indeed!

John 8:36 "If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed.”

So according to God's Holy Word if
we want to be "Free Indeed" we
must submit to a life of obedience
to God's Word.

Isaiah1:19 “If ye be willing and
obedient, ye shall eat the good of
the land:" This sums up faithful
continuance to God's Word. In so
doing we shall know the Truth and
the Truth shall make us free! Thank
God for the glorious Liberty of the
Sons of God! That liberty will show
forth in the life of the saint of God
manifesting the Life of Christ in
holiness and righteousness

and bringing conviction to a sinful
world thus fulfilling the "Great Com-
mission that God has given us!

Onward and Upward Church!
Pastor Joseph Gillman
Vice-President FFMA
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Continued from page 3....

From Brother Richard Vickers, Pastor,
Bride of Christ Church

'd like to share that we have

had a couple of visitors pop in
on us over the past few months,
and they said they really enjoyed
our service and got ministered to
and refreshed. We have had a
couple of healings over the past
few months as well. One sister
got healed of cancer, a type of
leukemia, by the Blood of JESUS!
The Anointing destroyed that
yoke! Hallelujah! Also, one of the
sisters in our group had prayer for
a friend’s teenage son that was in
a bad accident. The doctors didn't
give him much hope.... BUT
GOD!!l He is home and in great
shape mending well. JESUS IS
KING!!! Praying you all are doing
well, GOD Bless & Keep you all!

—Pastor Richard Vickers

A CHILDHOOD MEMORY

hen I was a child, my

family, from time to time,
would journey up into the moun-
tains to visit Dogpatch, U.S.A, a
theme park at one time located in
the mountains of Arkansas. It was
a few hours travel up a steep and
winding road. The curves would
throw my sister and me from side
to side, but it did not diminish our
excitement for what we knew
would be the final destination.

Just as we would begin to grow
weary of the journey, we would
spot billboard signs with three

familiar characters for the Al
Capp’s comics. The strong heroic
L'il Abner, his beautiful girlfriend
Daisy Mae, and the lovable
marshmallow like Smoo stood tall
at the top of the signs. The first
few signs would read “X"” amount
of miles until we reached
Dogpatch. Soon, the signs would
begin to read, “JUST AHEAD".
Finally, the last billboard states,
“EXIT NOW".

To this day, I can remember the
reenergizing excitement that
would surge through my sister
and myself. These memories are
refreshed in my soul as I watch
and read the news. “Israel and
Iran at war”, “"America drops
bombs on Iranian Nuclear Tar-
gets”, and then “Peace in the Mid-
dle East”, are just a few of the
headlines that dominate the news
cycles. That doesn't even involve
the riots (Peaceful Protests) and
other headlines within our own
country.

My fleshly heart is concerned for
these events, but my spiritual
heart is filled with the same
excitement from my youth. We
are seeing spiritual billboards but
in the place of the three cartoon
characters, we see the three
greatest individuals as one. The
All-Powerful, God the Father; the
Everlasting, God the Son; and the
Comforter, God the Holy Spirit.
For years, we have been seeing
“X" amounts of miles, but know
the signs read “JUST AHEAD"” and
soon it will say “EXIT NOW”.

I bring this up to encourage us all.

The events in the news, although
troubling, should encourage the
believers. For soon, our Savior will
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return and take away His bride.
Our journey is soon to be done,
our troubles will be over, and our
cry will change from “repent for
the Kingdom of God is at hand” to
“rejoice for His Kingdom is here.”

So let the news reenergize your
spirit. Our Savior is coming soon.

—Bro. Leo Villines
Clarksville, Arkansas

ear Fellow Believer,

I recently preached a mes-
sage that is still stirring in my soul,
and I would like to share my
thoughts with you on that.

I used as a scripture text Luke 22:
31-32 “And the Lord said, Simon,
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat: But I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not: and when
thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren.”

The disciples and Jesus had just sat
down to a time together that would
become to be known as the last
supper. It would be the last meal
that He and His disciples would
enjoy together on this earth.

Somewhere during this
time, the conversation among the
disciples, involved which of them
would be accounted as the great-
est. Jesus tells them in verse 26,
“...but he that is greatest among
you, let him be as the younger, and
he that is chief (or leader) as he
that doth serve.” In other words,
they were to show greater esteem
for others instead of themselves.
Then in verse 31, Jesus begin to
foretell Peter’s denial.

Continued on page 5...



Continued from page 4...

In the book of Matthew, Jesus tells
the disciples that all of them would
be offended in Him and they all
would forsake Him. Now He directs
His words just to Peter. He doesn't
call him a rock, doesn'’t use the
name Peter, but instead calls Him
Simon and repeats his name as an
expression of His love as well as a
voice of warning. There would be
words of great importance to follow.
Jesus knew that Satan was coming
to try to test Peter. “Satan hath
desired to have you..."—While you
and the others are debating over
who is greatest, Satan is plotting to
destroy you—and not just you but all
these. He has desired—he is
desiring—present tense—to have all
the disciples.

From the very beginning of
mankind, Satan has sought to
destroy man; he's especially sought
to destroy any type of a relationship
that man has with his Creator. He
realizes it was man that took the
place of the fellowship he once had.
Satan is the enemy of the woman’s
seed, the accuser of the brethren,
the wicked one and the tempter. In
his epistle, Peter gives us fair
warning of who Satan is and what he
does. 1Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may
devour:” His desire is to devour all
that have any relationship with God.
However, we do know that as in the
case of Job, Satan can only do what
God allows him to do. He can only
go as far as God will allow him to go.
Think about Job. It was God'’s idea
for the devil to consider Job. It was
also God that limited all that the dev-
il could do to Job. Satan desires to
have us all; he desires all of God’s
people to deny Him. Satan had
already gotten Judas and would not

stop until he had the remainder of
the disciples. The reason Jesus said
“to have him” was because Satan
knew that the disciples belonged to
God—just as he wants to have us
because we belong to God. Jesus
said Satan wanted to sift him—to
agitate him the way grain was
agitated or shaken so that the grain
could become separated from the
chaff. Satan desired to try Peter—to
place trials and temptations before
him—to agitate him as grain was
shaken in a kind of sieve.—to see if
anything of faith would remain—to
find out if the only thing that re-
mained was chaff without any real
wheat—without any real substance—
will anything of faith remain? Would
there be just mere false professions?
Jesus didn't address Peter by his
name that meant Rock, but by
Simon reminding him of his carnal
propensity. It was not entirely
Satan’s desire to separate the wheat
or grain from the chaff, but to make
them all look like chaff—to cover the
wheat of grace with the chaff of sin
and corruption—to destroy the
wheat if possible. He wanted to
afflict and distress them by scatter-
ing and separating them from Christ
and from one another—by filling
them with doubts about Jesus being
the Messiah and Redeemer—by
frightening them with the fears of
their enemies.

God sifts us at time to purge us—to
get out all the impurities. Satan sifts
to agitate—to give trouble-to keep
from rest. Satan attempts to sift us
today; he doesn't want any wheat to
remain—he wants the end result to
be chaff. Why does he still try to sift
us—why does he desire to have us?
He does this because he sees the
possibilities of what we can become
in Christ. He's heard the prayers of
how we desire a closer relationship
with God—He’s heard how we have
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asked God to use us—how we have
asked God to lead and guide—direct
us into His perfect will. He sees the
possibilities of what happens when
these prayers are answered—He un-
derstands that if we are left alone to
grow in God, we will be something
else for him to reckon with. He sees
the grit, the determination—He
knows we're destined for mighty
things in God. He knows we're not
just going through the motions;
we've got a genuine, sincere heart
for God. We want to see God do
great and mighty things in our life.

The devil wants to sift us; he wants
to try us to the point we no longer
are a threat to his kingdom.

He knows right now we are
striving—he’s concerned—he knows
if he doesn't act fast and hard, we
are going to rock his kingdom. He
sees the possibilities of the influence
we can have on those around us.
He doesn’t want us to get
momentum in God; that's why he’s
always there to grab us by the heels
and pull us back—or push us down
causing us to land flat on our face.
Oh, he knows....

We don't actually see Satan coming
after us, in the natural, that is.
Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high p/aces.” Satan is
the prince of the kingdom of this
world—the prince of evil—every de-
monic being he has employed has
this intense desire as well to destroy
God'’s children and to keep anyone
from getting out of his grasp and
turning to God. This battle of spirits
can only be won through the
Spirit and power of God.

Continued on page 6...
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Continued from page 5....

He wanted to try Peter so that his
faith would no longer remain—He
still wants to do the same thing to us
today. ButI am so very glad—we
have a defense against his attacks—
against his sifting. The words we
find in verse 32 are not just for Pe-
ter, but for all in the family of God.
“But I have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not...” There are times
when our faith does fall; it does
becomes weak—just as we see how
Peter’s did, but his faith did not fall
off. He did not forsake his master;
he only let himself be pulled away
from his faith momentarily—but not
for good—not for lasting. Had Jesus
not prayed for him, he would have
remained apart from Jesus; however,
Jesus prayed for him that if his faith
did fall—it would not remain so—his
fall was not beyond hope. The devil
wants to take away all our hope in
Chist—make us think Jesus is not the
answer. However, we know we can
live by these words in 1 John 4:4,
“Ye are of God, little children, and
have overcome them: because great-
er is he that is in you, than he that is
in the world.” None of Satan’s as-
saults—regardless of how strong or
debased, or alluring can make us fail
and stay down. It is that greater
Spirit within a child of God that
encourages him, strengthens him,
presses him toward another day to
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stand. We may have to get up to
stand, but we can still stand. God's
Spirit is greater than any evil force—
greater than any difficulty or trial.
Not only do we have the promise of
that in God’s Word, but just as Jesus
prayed for Peter and the other
disciples. We have scripture that
said He prayed for you and me as
well.

John 17:20, “Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their
word;” Here is the scripture proof
that Jesus prayed for us. Not only is
it that He prayed for us, but He also
continues to do so. Hebrews 7:25,
“Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come un-
to God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them.”

Just as those Jewish high priests
made intercession for the people on
the day of atonement, Jesus continu-
ally is making intercession for us. He
died once, but that one time gave
Him the right to intercede for us
perpetually. Satan doesn’t want you
and I to make it; he wants to do
everything within his power to make
our faith fail—he knows our potential
in God. But Jesus has prayed for us
that our faith does not fail. Peter
failed, but his faith remained. Be
encouraged; God has great plans for
your life—He wants you to be strong
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in Him. Satan wants just the
opposite for you; however, with Je-
sus praying and making intercession
on our behalf, all his attempts will
fail. We can stand strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might.

Perhaps you may be reading this,
and you've not committed your life
wholly to the Lord—you've thought
about it—it's always on your mind,
but you just havent made that step
toward God—Satan is starting to feel
his grip loosen on you as you contin-
ue to think about making that long
needed life change from serving the
devil and world to serving God. If
you don't know Jesus—if there is
something that’s keeping you from
making that decision, remember,
Satan also is concerned about what
your potential in the kingdom of God
is, and that is why you feel being
pulled away from that call. Give in
to God'’s voice today. It will be the
best decision you've ever made.
Jesus has prayed for you too.

Closing with this thought in Romans
8:31, "What shall we then say to
these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?” Amen.

—Brother Danny Carnley
Pastor Indian Ford Church
Milton, FL
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N For newsletter comments , contributions,
or if you would like to join our mailing
list, please contact

850.336.0063
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Bro. Danny Carnley at:
Carnleydc@FFMAssociation.org

Or call him at

‘V
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Faith Fellowship
Ministerial Association Webpage

Take a look at the wonderful work
Bro. Joe Gillman has been doing
with our webpage at :

www.FFMAssociation.org
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A tropical summer delight:

HAWAIIAN CHEESECAKE BARS

Ingredients:
2 cups flour 1 cup sugar

1 cup butter 16 ounces cream cheese
4 TBS sugar 4 TBS milk

2 eggs 2 teaspoons vanilla

2 cups flaked coconut 2 TBS melted butter

16 ounces crushed pineapple, drained

Directions:

1 - Combine flour, 1 cup sugar and 1 cup butter. Pat mixture into ungreased 9 X 13 pan. Bake at
350 oven for 14-19 minutes. Cool slightly.

2 - Mix together cream cheese, 4 TBS sugar, milk and eggs. Fold in vanilla, and drained pineap-
ple. Spread over baked crust.

3 - Combine coconut and 2 TBS melted butter. Sprinkle over pineapple layer filling. Bake 350
for 15-20 minutes.
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I Am He

In John 18, Jesus gave His disciples and His adversaries a glimpse of who He is. When His
adversaries said they were seeking Jesus of Nazareth, He replied, "I am he," and upon
hearing that declaration, they fell to the ground. What was Jesus demonstrating about His
nature and activity in this passage of Scripture?

& 1 Jesus meets with His disciples. (John 18:1-2)

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron,
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples.

— John 18:1-2, ESV

Scripture refers to those who are fully devoted followers of Christ as "disciples." The process
of making disciples is something we refer to as discipleship, and it's something all believers
are being called to participate in. We're encouraged to invite other believers to invest in our
growth as Christ's disciples, and we're also called to personally invest ourselves in the discipleship of others.

Discipleship can happen in many ways. I believe a worship service is a form of discipleship, as are small groups,
Sunday School classes, retreats, long drives, and lunches. Discipleship involves meeting together, carving out time,
and making an intentional investment in the spiritual growth of yourself or someone else.

Jesus was clearly invested in the growth of His disciples. We're told in this passage that Jesus led His disciples to a
garden that was across the brook Kidron. It was a place He would frequently take them, so they were all familiar
with it. This was the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus had come to pray and would soon be betrayed by Judas.

I find it interesting that the gospels don't record Jesus telling Judas that He would be there that evening, yet Judas
was still able to locate Him. I imagine that was likely the case because Jesus met with the disciples in that location
regularly. He very intentionally set aside time to invest in their growth in that very spot. It didn't happen by
accident. It was a purposeful act.

Would it surprise you to know that Jesus wants to meet regularly with you as well? He wants time in your
schedule. He delights to see you set aside a place or a day to meet with Him. I'm grateful to see examples of men
and women doing this regularly. There are groups in our church that meet regularly for discipleship. There are
men in our community who meet weekly for discipleship over breakfast. Discipleship is happening all around us
with people who have developed a strong desire to make it a priority in their lives.

Where and when are you meeting with Jesus? Are you allowing present-day disciples of Christ to invest in your
discipleship? Are you making investments in the spiritual growth of others by using the tools that have been
invested in you?

II, Jesus cannot be defeated by the weapons of this world. (John 18:3)

“So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went
there with lanterns and torches and weapons.

— John 18:3, ESV

Judas had been with Jesus and the disciples just a few hours earlier as they celebrated the Passover together.
After leaving the meal, it appears he was rather busy. We're told here that he managed to gather a band of
Roman soldiers along with officers from the chief priests and Pharisees. This was a large group of aggressive men
that some estimate numbering in the hundreds, and they were joining Judas in searching for Jesus that night.
We're also told that they were armed with lanterns, torches, and weapons. They weren't there to mess around.
They came prepared for a fight.

The group of men that came to arrest Jesus may have convinced themselves that their intentions were pure, but
their desire to beat and arrest Jesus was motivated by sin and jealousy. They came prepared for a fight, but the
material weapons they chose could not ultimately defeat the very person who spoke the elements those weapons
were fashioned out of into existence.

In a different way, but with the same motives, there are still people trying to defeat Christ with the weapons of
this world. It's a foolish and fruitless effort because He who spoke the universe into existence cannot and will not
be defeated by any small part of His creation.

And by the way, if He lives in you, He makes you a partaker of the victory He has already secured over this world.
His victory becomes your victory, and His power becomes available to you.

Continued on page 9...
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Continued from page 8....

II1. Jesus wants us to seek Him with honorable motives. (John 18:4-7)

“Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with
them. When Jesus said to them, "I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. So he asked them again,
“Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

— John 18:4-7, ESV

When I read what Jesus said in this portion of John 18, I can't help but wonder what His voice sounded like. Did
He speak softly? Did He raise His voice? Did He simply state the obvious in a tone that would have been at a
standard volume?

Well, I don't know what volume He used, but I do know that when the group stated that they were looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, and He replied, "I am he," this group of aggressors fell to the ground. He didn't push them. He
didn't trip them. He simply stated the truth that He is the, "I AM." He declared His divine nature to them with
power, and they fell backwards.

This group was hunting for Jesus, and now they found Him. They were seeking Him, but they didn't come with
honorable motives.

Jesus wants us to seek Him, but our motives in that search will reveal why we're seeking Him. Are we seeking
Him in order to vainly attempt to harm Him and His people, or are we seeking Him because we can no longer
deny His power?

IV, Jesus will not lose those who are His own. (John 18:8-9)

“Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that
he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” — John 18:8-9, ESV

If you truly believe in Jesus Christ, He assures you that He will not lose you. While praying in John 17:12, Jesus
said, "While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not
one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled." Now Jesus was
about to demonstrate the truth of that prayer.

As the soldiers prepared to arrest Him, He offered Himself to them and instructed them to let His disciples go.
They didn't come with charges against the disciples, and Jesus wasn't putting up a fight, so the soldiers complied.
They bound Jesus, but didn't arrest the others.

This passage shows a momentary fulfillment of Jesus' promise not to lose His disciples, but that promise remains
true even into the present. And that promise is amazing when we consider just how frequently we have taken our
lives in unwise, unhealthy, or even obstinate directions. Yet just as Jesus promised, He did not lose us. And I'm
sure many of us can share the joyful testimony of how He assured our hearts of His unconditional love even when
we were trying to run from Him.

Throughout the gospel of John, Jesus made His identity clear to us through His, "I AM" statements. Jesus said...
o "I am the bread of life.” (John 6:32-40)

o "I am the light of the world." (John 8:12, 9:5)
o "before Abraham was born, I am!" (John 8:58)
o "I am the door."” (John 10:7-9)

o "I am the good shepherd."” (John 10:11-14)

o "I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25)
o "I am the way and the truth and the life."” (John 14:6)
o "I am the true vine." (John 15:1-5)

o "I am he."” (John 18:1-9)

Having seen who Jesus is and what He promises to do for those who find rest for their souls
though Him, are our hearts willing to receive Him as Lord and rejoice in His continual presence
in our lives? Do we fully appreciate who He is and what He is doing around us and within us?

Submitted By: Sis Conni Carnley
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BIBLE DINGBAT PUZZLE:

EXAMPLE DINGBAT

BABEL
A dingbat is a puzzle, or riddle, in which a word or phrase is represented by a BABEL
combination of symbols, words or letters. They often use a mix of clever word play, BABEL
similar sounds, positioning of words or pictograms. See the example to the right. BABEL
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